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Johannes Stert has been a frequent guest conductor of the WDR Radio Orchestra, Cologne, 
since 2004.  As well as concerts, he has conducted CD recording sessions of the rare opera 
„Merlin“ by Karl Goldmark, as well as the recording premieres of the two Piano Concerti of 
Friedrich von Flotow.

His conducting career began in 1993 as Second Conductor for two seasons at the Pfalztheater 
Kaiserslautern.  There he started a fruitful collaboration with Günter Krämer when the company 
made a tour to Japan with Weill’s Threepenny Opera.  Krämer later engaged him at the Cologne 
Opera.

Johannes Stert was for ten years (1995-2005) closely associated with the Cologne Opera 
as a conductor, and created an important part of every season (premieres, concerts, 
repertoire).  In 2001, he was elevated to the position of First Conductor.

In 2001, Philippe Jordan and Karin Stone  invited Maestro Stert to conduct at the Graz Opera, 
where he was engaged as Principal Guest Conductor after two highly successful productions 
there.  Highlights of his five seasons (through 2006) in Graz include his concerts with the Graz 
Philharmonic, as well as productions of Wagner’s Parsifal, Mozart’s La finta Giardiniera, Ligeti’s 
Le Grand Macabre and Henze’s Boulevard Solitude.
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Since 1990, Stert has been Music Director of the Orchesterverein Hilgen.
Under his leadership, this orchestra has grown into one of the leading symphonic wind ensemb-
les of Europe.  Over the years, he has created many wind arrangements and orchestrations for 
them.  The German government’s Music Endowment presented them with a First Prize in 1996, 
2000 and 2004.  In May, 2008, the orchestra won the First Prize of the international “Eolla” 
competition in Strasbourg, France. 

Johannes Stert was born in 1963, in Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany.  He began his musical 
education with lessons in piano, violin and trombone.
In 1980, he won the First Prize of the German Government’s program, “The Young Make Music.”  
As a result, he earned a scholaship to the International Music Camp in Interlochen/USA.  He 
was commended for “Excellence” for his conductor’s examination at the Cologne Conservatory

Johannes Stert lives in Cologne with his wife Beate, and two children, Paulina and Elias.
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Repertoire 

O p e ra
Beethoven, L. v.
Fidelio
Benes, J.
The Players
Bernstein, L
West side story
Berg, A.
Wozzeck
 Lulu
Bizet, G.
Carmen
Braunfels, W.
Die Vögel
Briten, B.
Peter Grimes
Donizetti, G.
Don Pasquale
Glanert, D.
Leviathan
Goldmark, K.
Merlin
Händel, G. F.
Serse
Henze, H. W.
Boulevard Solitude
Humperdinck, E.
Hänsel und Gretel
Leoncavallo, R.
I Pagliacci
Ligheti, G.
Le grand Macabre
Mascagni, P.
Cavalleria Rusticana
Massenet, J.
Don Quichotte
Werther
La Navaraise
Mozart, W. A.
La Finta Giardiniera
Die Entführung aus dem Serail
Cosi  fan tutte
Le Nozze di Figaro
Don Giovanni
La Clemenza di Tito
Die Zauberflöte
Nono, L.
Intolleranza

Offenbach, J.
Les Brigands
Orphee aux Enfers
La Perichole
Contes d’Hoffmann
Orff, K.
Carmina Burana
Prokoffief, S.
L’amours des trois oranges
Puccini, G.
La Boheme
Tosca
Il Trittico
Rossini, G.
La Cenerentola
Rota, N.
La notte di un Nevrastenico
Spohr, L.
Faust
Strauss, R.
Ariadne auf Naxos
Der Rosenkavalier
Elektra
Salome
Strawinsky, I.
Rake’s Progress
La Rossignol
Tschaikowsky, P. I.
Eugen Onegin
Verdi, G.
Rigoletto
Otello
Wagner, R.
Der fliegende Holländer
Das Rheingold
Walküre
Parsifal
Tristan und Isolde
Weber, C. M.
Der Freischütz
Weill, K.
Dreigroschenoper
Mahagonny
Zemlinsky, A.
König Kandaules

 

O p e r e t t a
Lehar, F.
Der Graf von Luxemburg
Die lustige Witwe
Strauss, J.
Die Fledermaus

 

B a l l e t 
Delibes, L.
Coppelia
Prokoffief,  S.
Cinderella
Tschaikowsky, P. I.
Nussknacker
Schwanensee

 

M u s i c a l
Kander, J.
Cabaret
Menken, A.
Little Shop of Horrors
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